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SUBJECT: GARONA FUEL TRANSFER CASE 
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1 . ACTION ADDRESSEES MAY INFORM APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES 
THAT WE DELIVERED TODAY FOLLOWING LETTER TO WASHINGTON 
EC REPRESENTATIVE SPAAK, APPROVING TRANSFER FOR RE- 
PROCESSING OF GARONA SPENT FUEL AS AN INTERIM MEASURE 
WITHOUT PREJUDICE TO ANY DECISION FORTHCOMING IN CON- 
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NECTION WITH OUR NON-PROLIFERATION POLICY REVIEW. 

2. TEXT OF LETTER: DEAR MR. SPAAK: ON JANUARY 12, 

1977 YOU REQUESTED APPROVAL FOR THE TRANSFER OF EIGHTY- 
ONE (81) IRRADIATED FUEL ELEMENTS FROM THE GARONA POWER 
REACTOR IN SPAIN TO THE UK FOR EVENTUAL REPROCESSING NOW 
SCHEDULED FOR MARCH 1979 BY BNFL AT WINDSCALE. 
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AS STATED IN MY LETTER OF DECEMBER 30, 1976, TO YOU 
APPROVING THE TRANSFER FROM SPAIN TO THE UK OF IRRADIATED 
FUEL ELEMENTS FROM THE J. CABRERA REACTOR FOR REPROCESSING, 
THE U.S. GOVERNMENT HAS BECOME INCREASINGLY CONCERNED 
ABOUT THE PROLIFERATION RISKS ASSOCIATED WITH REPROCESSING 

AND THE ACCUMULATION OF SEPARATED PLUTONIUM RESULTING 
THEREFROM. OUR POLICY IN THIS REGARD IS STILL UNDER 
REVIEW SO THAT WE DO NOT YET HAVE A DEFINITIVE POSITION 
AS TO THE CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH THE U.S. WOULD APPROVE 
REQUESTS FOR TRANSFER OF IRRADIATED FUEL FOR REPROCESSING. 

HOWEVER, WE RECOGNIZE THE URGENT NEED FOR APPROVAL OF 
THE TRANSFER REQUESTED IN YOUR JANUARY 12, 1977 LETTER 
TO AVOID SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES FOR THE OPERATION OF THE 
REACTOR AS DELINEATED IN THE LETTER OF THE SAME DATE 
FROM MR. C. ATI .EGO OF THE SPANISH EMBASSY TO MR. HELFRICH. 
ACCORDINGLY. WE ARE APPROVING THIS TRANSFER OF THE 81 
IRRADIATED GARONA FUEL ELEMENTS TO THE UK FOR REPRO- 
CESSING ON THE CONDITION THAT PRIOR U.S. APPROVAL WILL 
BE OBTAINED WITH RESPECT TO FACILITIES IN WHICH ANY 
SUBSEQUENT ALTERATION, USE OR STORAGE (OTHER THAN STORAGE 
AT WINDSCALE) OF ANY RESULTING SEPARATED PLUTONIUM MIGHT 
OCCUR. IN THIS REGARD I NOTE YOUR LETTER OF FEBRUARY 11, 

1977, IN WHICH YOU RAISED CERTAIN QUESTIONS ABOUT THE 
RESTRICTIONS CONTAINED IN MY LETTER OF DECEMBER 30, 1976, 
APPLYING TO THE DISPOSITION OF RECOVERED PLUTONIUM. THIS 
MATTER IS UNDER REVIEW AND WE WILL BE RESPONDING TO IT 
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BY SEPARATE CORRESPONDENCE. 

WE WOULD LIKE TO STRESS THAT THIS APPROVAL IS INTENDED 
AS AN INTERIM ACCOMMODATION PENDING A FINAL DECISION 
ON THE OVERALL U.S. POLICY AS TO DISPOSITION OF IRRADIATED 
FUEL AND IS WITHOUT PREJUDICE TO THAT DECISION. ALSO 
IN THIS INSTANCE, AS WELL AS IN THE CASE OF THE CABRERA 
FUEL REPROCESSING APPROVAL, SHOULD FUTURE BROAD CONSUL- 
TATIONS LEAD TO INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENT ON NEW FUEL 
SUPPLY ARRANGEMENTS INCLUDING REPROCESSING OR OTHER 
DISPOSITION OF IRRADIATED FUEL, WE WOULD EXPECT TO CON- 
SULT WITH THE PARTIES CONCERNED TO CONSIDER WHETHER 
THESE NEW ARRANGEMENTS SHOULD BE APPLICABLE TO THE FUEL 
WHICH WE HAVE APPROVED FOR TRANSFER. SIGNED NELSON F. 
SIEVERING, JR. END TEXT 
VANCE 
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